


I am writing today to ask that you support the Companion Animal Access and Rescue Act (A.7312-A/S.5363-A) or CAARA. This legislation that will not only level the playing field for animal rescue groups, but it will save the lives of thousands of animals who have been nothing more than victims of circumstance.
 
CAARA makes sure that qualified non-profit animal welfare groups trying to rescue animals can no longer be turned away by shelters that are going to kill the animal. Right now, New York law only allows for individuals to adopt from shelters, which gives shelters the ability to deny these qualified groups access to these animals. 
 
CAARA goes beyond just giving rescue groups mere access. 
 
For the first time, it sets standards and guidelines for both shelters and rescue groups. It is impossible to guarantee that animals receive the proper care without outlining the responsibilities of those who work directly with them. CAARA ensures that animals are given fresh food and water on a daily basis, exercise and socialization with other animals, clean living environments, and prompt veterinary care. Also, routine inspections of the facility are required, along with keeping records in order to help find these animals a home.
 
Additionally, CAARA extends whistleblower protections to rescue groups. In the past, rescue groups have been turned away by shelters for speaking out against bad practices, whether it’s for abuse or mismanagement. Every time a group is turned away, it places a burden on taxpayers who have to foot the bill every time an animal is kept or killed in a shelter. It makes no sense to turn away qualified groups who are willing to spend their own resources on finding these animals a loving home. Allowing the current practice to continue sends the message that the government is not concerned with saving taxpayer money or doing the morally responsible thing.
 
I urge you to vote in support of CAARA in the Agriculture Committee and on the floor of the Assembly.
 
Thank you for your consideration,


