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Deadly,abused,
doomed
Norfolk, Virginia
OST PEOPLE have no idea thit at
manyanimalsheltersacrossthe country,
any "pit bull" who comesthrough the
front doorgoesout the backdoor- in a
bodybag.
From San Jose to Schenectady, many shelters have
enactedpolicies requirirrg the automatic destruction of the
huge ana ever-growing number of ',pits,' they encounter.
This news shocks and outrages the compasiionate doglover.
Here's another shocker: People for the Ethical Tleatment of Animals, the very people who are trying to get
you to denouncethe killing of chickensfor the table, foies
Q_tfio, or frogs for dissection, supports the pit bull policy,
albeit with reluctance.
The pit bull's ancestor, the Staffordshire terrier, is a
human concoction, bred in my native England, I'm
ashamedto say, as a weapon.
These dogs were desigaed specifically to fight other
animals and kill them, for human sport Hence the barrel
chest, the thick hammer-like head, the strong jaws, the
persevemnceand the stamina.
Pits can take down a bull weighing in at over a thousand pounds, so a human being a tenth of that weight is
small potatoes to them.
Pit bulls are perhaps the most abused dogs on the
planet. These days, they are kept for protection by almost
every drug dealer and pimp in every mqjor city and beyond.
You can drive into any depressedarea and see them
being usedas cheapbruglar alarms, wearing heavy logging
chains around their necks (they easily break regujar collars and hamesses),attached to a stake or metal drum or
rundown doghousewithout a floor and with holes in the
roof.
Bored juveniles sic them on cats, neighbors'small dogs
andeven children. In the PETA office we have a flrledrawer chock-full of accounts of attacks in which these illtreated dogs have torn the faces and fingers off infants
and evenpolice officers tryrng to servewarrants.
Toduy, organizing dog fights is a federal offense in this
country, yet pits are still king of the ring. Humane off!
cers and other law enforcement agentsroutinely brcak up
rings in NanvMexico, Massachusetts,Mchigan andFlorida.

They,confiscatedog-fightingparaphernalia,
including
treadmillsusedto build doggieendwanceanddnrgsused
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"jyt.upt" the dogs.They find meshbagsin whichkittens,
rabbits,prrppiesand other smallpreyaresuspended
over
the dogsto encourage
fightingspirit.
- N_otuncommonly,they find what's left of dogswho
havelost their battles.
They arenot alwaysdead"
_ -Thosewho argueagainsithe zuthanasiapolicy for pit
bull dop arenaive.OnedogI knowwhowal aaoptedout
to^alew family zuddenlyclampedhis jaw onto the thigh
of a ?-year-oldboy.Tlvo grownmenhad a hardtime getting the dog off and the child sufferedpermanentnerve
damage.
Thleslike this abound.I havescarson my legandarm
from my ownencounterwith a piL
MalV are lovingand will kiss on sight,bnrtmany are
unpredictable.An unpredictablechihuahuais onething,
an unpredictable
pit another.
Peoplewhogenuinelycareaboutdogswon't be affectedby a ban on pits.
They cangoto the shelterandsaveoneofthe countlessother breedsand lovablemutts sitting on deathrow
throughno far:lt of their own.
We_can only stop kiiling pits if we stop creatingnew
ones.Legislators,pleasetakenote.

