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ABOVE: Maya, a “healthy and happy” dog killed by PETA
in 2014. At first, PETA denied they took her, but after sur-
veillance video proved otherwise, PETA admitted both
taking and killing her.

ABOVE: This photo, taken by a PETA employee, shows pit
bull dogs killed by PETA. In addition to killing them,
PETA founder Ingrid Newkirk supports their destruction
by others and has joined forces with a group working to
have pit bulls banned throughout the country, a move
which leads to the dogs being killed.
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PETA was sued for the theft and killing of Maya. An affi-
davit by a former PETA field worker confirmed that CAP’s
purpose was to acquire animals by any means necessary
in order to kill them (below). After arguing and losing pre-
trial motions that Maya was worthless, and that her fam-
ily’s immigration status precluded compensation, and
facing the specter of PETA administrators being forced to
turn over records and testify under oath about CAP’s inner
workings, PETA settled the case by paying Maya’s family
$49,000.
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Statements from the affidavit of a former PETA
employee:

“While employed at PETA, my primary responsibilities in-
cluded gaining possession of as many cats and dogs as
possible, almost all of which were euthanized.”

“The main purpose of the Community Animal Project was
to persuade people to surrender their animals, so that
PETA could euthanize the animals.”
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ABOVE: One of PETA’s CAP vans. The vans have been
used to round up and kill animals like Maya, community
cats, and the animals found in the Piggly Wiggly super-
market dumpster.

ABOVE: A supermarket dumpster full of garbage bags.
When police officers looked inside, they found dozens of
animals PETA employees later admitted to killing, includ-
ing those in the photographs found on the next few pages.
At trial, the PETA employees described these animals as
“adorable” and “perfect.” A veterinarian who gave PETA
some of the animals found dead testified that they were
“healthy” and “adoptable.” PETA promised him they
would find homes.
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ABOVE: A puppy killed by PETA being handled by a po-
lice officer in a hazmat suit. Another dead puppy, also
killed by PETA, is behind him. PETA promised to find the
puppies a home, but immediately put them to death in the
back of a van, a donor funded slaughterhouse on wheels.

ABOVE: More puppies killed by PETA in North Carolina.
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ABOVE: A puppy killed by PETA in North Carolina.

ABOVE: A mother cat and her two kittens killed by PETA
in North Carolina.
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Dogs killed by PETA in North Carolina.
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Dogs killed by PETA in North Carolina.
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ABOVE: A dog killed by PETA in North Carolina.

ABOVE: The PETA field killing kit, filled with syringes
and lethal vials of barbiturates to poison animals, found
by police in the back of a PETA van in Ahoskie, North
Carolina.
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Donors are encouraged to visit PETA, but one room is
strictly off limits: the shed where animals are killed. As
they walk past the shed, they are all unaware that the
freezer within it is filled with the bodies of dead animals
they helped pay to kill: puppies, kittens, hamsters, bunnies,
gerbils, and others; at one point, even Maya.
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ABOVE: Although PETA claims all the dogs it kills are ir-
remediably suffering, employees have admitted it is a lie.
They have described eight-week old, 10-week old, and 12-
week old healthy kittens and puppies routinely and imme-
diately put to death with no effort to find them homes.

ABOVE: The PETA headquarters on the aptly named Front
Street. While claiming to be an animal rights organization,
PETA does not believe animals have a right to live. In-
stead, its leadership believes that people have a right to
kill them, as long as the killing is done by poisoning them
with an overdose of barbiturates, even if the animals are
healthy. 
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The kill room at PETA (middle white shed). According to
PETA employees, the room is euphemistically called the
“exam room.” No exam is done for purposes of placement
or, if they are sick, for purposes of treatment. “They would
take the animals into that room and they would be eutha-
nized. A litter of kittens, sometimes a mother with kittens,
they were put in that room and once you went in that room,
you never came out.”



The Virginia State Veterinarian inspected PETA facilities
on more than one occasion and found that contrary to its
public claims, PETA did not operate an animal shelter. In-
stead it operated a facility to kill animals. Roughly 90%
of animals it acquired were killed and of those, 90% were
killed either immediately or within 24 hours, without ever
trying to find them homes. Statements from this inspection
include:

“The receptionist stated that PETA did not operate an an-
imal shelter.”

“The facility does not contain sufficient animal enclosures
to routinely house the number of animals annually re-
ported as taken into custody.”
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In addition to killing roughly nine out of 10 animals at
their own headquarters, PETA takes animals to several
pounds to be killed. The intake forms on this and the next
page are typical of those acquired through a Public
Records Act request. The form above records that PETA
surrendered a healthy, three-month old kitten to the Suffolk
Police Department who was killed.  



This form indicates that PETA delivered an eight-week old
kitten to the Peninsula Regional Animal Shelter who was
also killed.The majority of animals PETA surrenders to
other facilties are transferred specifically to be killed, or
they displace other animals who are killed. 
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This is a roster of cats and kittens received from PETA by
a local pound. "Euth" indicates that the cat/kitten was "eu-
thanized," a euphemism for killing.
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PETA routinely writes public officials encouraging them
to kill animals by rejecting commonplace alternatives such
as adoptions, working with rescue groups, and community
cat sterilization programs.

About community cat programs, which provide an alter-
native to death in the pound, PETA writes: “PETA is
strongly opposed to such programs.”

“PETA also recommends a ban on the adoption/release of
dangerous dogs and fighting breeds (commonly known as
‘pit bulls’)”
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Quote from the article above:
“The President of  Seaside Heights Animal Welfare Organ-
ization calls PETA’s position ‘despicable.’ ‘They do not live
up to their initials,’ she said this week, ‘These cats have
been cared for and fed and maintained in colonies for years.
To think that they just be euthanized is just beyond
words.’” 

ABOVE: Big Red, a community cat who lived on the beach
in Seaside Heights, New Jersey, had to be relocated to
spare his life. In 2016, PETA officials asked the mayor to
round up Big Red and other community cats and kill them.
Not only does PETA itself kill roughly nine out of 10 cats
it takes in every year, but it specifically targets community
cats for destruction. Among those rounded up by PETA
and ultimately killed were cats as young as six weeks old;
others killed were six, eight, and 10 month old kittens in
“good” health.



After four years of No Kill-level live release rates, Shelby
County, Kentucky, officials announced that the shelter
would return to killing animals. As they had done so many
times before, a local rescue group went to work and found
homes for the animals facing death. PETA also reached
out to officials, but they didn’t offer to help the Shelby
County shelter find homes, build temporary kennels, board
animals, foster animals, adopt animals, or even just get the
word out across Kentucky that animals needed help.
Instead, PETA sent Shelby County government and shelter
officials a gift basket of candy, with a note thanking them
for their decision to start killing again after four years as a
No Kill shelter.” Thank you for doing the right thing,”
wrote PETA.
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This dog died after three days of suffering in this kennel,
in this position, with no medical or supportive care at a
Florida pound. In response to criticism, county officials
maintain that their job is not to save lives, but to provide
“euthanasia services” and “culling” of animals. PETA
defended county officials and the pound, thanking them
for “standing firmly” against citizens who are working to
eliminate abuse and neglect at the pound.



A cat in the King County, Washington shelter begs for food
and water. Cats in the infirmary were not fed or given
water over a three-day holiday weekend and both their
food bowls and water bowls are empty (the round bowl in
the back of the cage contains dirty kitty litter). Although
staff was assigned to the shelter, supervisors and staff
chose to socialize instead. PETA wrote a letter to the King
County Council telling officials not to listen to reformers
and calling them “radical” for suggesting that all staff be
given a checklist of assigned duties, supervisors should
double check that those duties have been done, and the
county should hire supervisors who are not part of the
same union so as to eliminate conflicts of interest.
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Not only does PETA kill animals, they also defend the
killing of animals by others. This is a dying kitten in a
Houston shelter after staff “lost” the kitten. When he was
found, he was near death. His last hours were ones of suf-
fering. Houston officials historically put job applicants
with a history of violence, a history of criminal behavior,
and those who scored the lowest on city aptitude tests in
animal control. PETA defended this shelter, urging gov-
ernment officials not to listen to reformers.



A puppy dying of parvovirus in the Houston shelter is not
given anything soft to lie on as she urinates all over herself.
Here she sits, unable to keep her head up, alone in a cold,
barren stainless steel cage without receiving necessary vet-
erinary care. Other shelters have a better than 90% rate of
saving dogs with parvovirus. In a letter to the editor of the
Houston newspaper, PETA publicly defended this shelter,
again urging Houstonians to reject reform.
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The PETA solution: dead “feral” cats in a Florida shelter.
PETA successfully defeated SB 1320, legislation in
Florida to encourage community cat sterilization in lieu of
killing. According to PETA, feral cats should be killed:
“You can ask your veterinarian to do this or, if your local
shelter uses an injection of sodium pentobarbital, take the
cats there.” This Florida shelter used “an injection of
sodium pentobarbital,” killing the cats in front of other
cats, catch-poling them as they tried to flee, while they uri-
nated and defecated all over the kennel. That is how terri-
fied feral cats behave in shelters. Apparently to PETA, this
is as it should be.



In an OpEd that appeared in various newspapers, Ingrid
Newkirk writes that a growing number of shelters are en-
acting policies banning the adoption of pit bulls and, in-
stead, requiring their automatic destruction. She then
writes that PETA “supports the pit bull policy.”
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A postcard sent to Nathan by Ingrid Newkirk explaining
that PETA does not “advocate ‘right to life’ for animals.”
Newkirk sent this note in response to Nathan’s query as to
how, as an animal rights group, PETA could support the
killing of community cats. (Newkirk’s item no. 2: “There
are always exceptions,” answers another, unrelated issue
Nathan asked her about.)



In October, 2017, Springfield, MO, passed an ordinance
that bans the adoption of any dog deemed a "pit bull" at
the shelter. The law states that, "If the dog is found to be a
pit bull, it shall be destroyed." It does allow people who
already have a dog deemed a "pit bull" to keep him/her
only if they comply with the following requirements: muz-
zling their dog in public, keeping the dog in an "enclosure"
while in their own home, and posting a large sign that is
"at least eight inches by ten inches in rectangular dimen-
sions and shall contain only the words 'PIT BULL DOG'
in lettering not less than two inches in height." Virtually
everyone, including the local newspaper and shelter staff,
cried foul, saying the law is unfair, arbitrary, and will result
in the death of friendly, family dogs. Everyone, that is, ex-
cept PETA. PETA applauded the new law and the fact that
dogs would be killed. The local newspaper reported that,
"PETA sends handwritten 'thank you' to Springfield City
Council for new pit bull ordinance."
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Many animal lovers who have publicly condemned PETA
for their killing have received a letter from the PETA legal
department, threatening a lawsuit. However, because a
lawsuit would allow for subpoenas of PETA employees
past and present—leading to under-oath testimonies about
the grisly reality of what has and is going on at PETA
headquarters—it is unlikely that PETA would ever follow-
through with these empty threats. Their donor-funded at-
torneys rattle their sabers, but know they have a lot more
to fear from the public disclosure that would result from a
lawsuit than the animal activists who are truthfully—and,
given PETA’s threats and intimidation, bravely—reporting
on PETA’s atrocities against animals in the hope of bring-
ing them to an end. 



Farm Animal Rights Movement, which hosts an annual
animal rights conference, frequently includes Ingrid
Newkirk as a speaker and inducted her into its Animal
Rights Hall of Fame. Political expediency and sponsorship
of the conference take precedence over the mission the
group claims to represent and the lives of PETA’s victims.

See more evidence, including animal custody
records, photographs, court documents, testi-
mony, articles, and more at whyPETAkills.com. 
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