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Adoption Fees and Successful
Placements in Animal Shelters

Some involved with animal welfare
are critical of free adoptions of adult cats,
believing it devalues the cat in the adopter's
eyes, or it may attract adopters who are
unable to fulfill the financial responsibilities
of cat ownership. Advocates believe waiving
the fee for adult cats will enhance rates of
adoptions, and provide opportunities to
educate owners who may otherwise adopt
from neighbors or may respond to “free to
good home" ads.

A study in the Journal of Applied Animal
Welfare Science (October 2009) examined
the attachment of adopters to their cats
in relation to payment or fee waiver for
adoption. One hundred seventy-three
adopters from a rescue facility in Maine
participated in the study, of which 95 paid no
adoption fee for their adult cat, and 78 paid a
$75 adoption fee. Whether or not an adopter
paid the fee was a function of when the
shelter was running promotional campaigns
for adoptions by offering fee waivers.

Using an attachment scale consisting
of a series of statements that the adopters
would indicate agreement or disagreement
(1-strongly disagree, 4-strongly agree), pet
attachment was rated. Statistical analysis
of the results showed no significant
difference in the two groups’ attachment
to their adopted cat. The authors conclude
“‘implementing a free adult cat adoption

program in shelters around the country
could dramatically affect the lives of
thousands of shelter cats who otherwise
either would reside in the shelter for months
awaiting adoption or be euthanized. The
ultimate goal of shelters is to adopt their
animals into loving homes with families who
are committed to the success of their pet.
The free adult cat adoption program may
accomplish these goals, and shelters can feel
confident in implementing the program.”

2 CatWatch

FEBRUARY 2010



