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In PeTA’s Fall 2005 issue of Animal Times, the
special report titled the “Disturbing Facts About No-Kill
Shelters” omitted one crucial factor: The Tompkins County
SPCA.   

The Tompkins County SPCA is an open admission,
No Kill animal control agency that alters every animal
adopted, as well as thousands of public animals on a sliding
scale basis at little or no cost to pet owners. It’s also
noteworthy that the Tompkins County SPCA has a
monopoly on animal care and control services in the county.
The shelter provides all impoundment and animal sheltering
services in Tompkins County, and so ensures that the entire
community is No Kill. We never pass the buck. 

The nation’s largest animal rights group, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (“PeTA”) is
notorious for fighting to protect animals from harm. But they also have a policy that is in direct
contradiction to everything else they espouse to stand for. PeTA has called for the killing of Pit Bulls
in shelters, opposes Trap-Neuter-Return for feral cats, and advocates a policy against No Kill shelters.
In fact, PETA itself routinely kills healthy dogs and cats. In 2005, PeTA staff members were charged
with breaking the law after killing dogs and cats they promised to find homes for and then throwing
their bodies into a dumpster. Almost immediately, PeTA tried to quell the public relations backlash
by publishing an article in the Fall 2005 issue of “Animal Times,” their magazine. In the article,
PeTA claims No Kill is a sham and that killing homeless animals is an act of compassion. We asked
Jeff Lydon, the Executive Director of the Tompkins County SPCA his view on the PeTA article.
Since 2002, the Tompkins County SPCA, an animal control agency in Ithaca, New York, has made
Tompkins County a No Kill community. This is what he had to say.

The Disturbing Facts About PeTA

Granted, this shelter is unique, perhaps the only one
of its kind. That is no reason to dismiss our accomplishment;
rather, it poses a challenge to broaden the scope of the
discussion. The precedent we have set proves that we can
take in every animal without killing any healthy or treatable
animals, and still devote enough resources to prevention in
order to spay and neuter every animal possible.   

We define healthy and treatable by the most
ethically rigorous standard, such that only about one in 20
animals that enter the shelter is killed.  At this shelter,
euthanasia is not a euphemism for killing. We practice
euthanasia only when it is the most humane course,
reserving it for those rare instances when an animal is either
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medically beyond hope or simply too dangerous. PeTA bastardizes
the term euthanasia to downplay the gravity of killing and make
the task easier, as if killing healthy or treatable animals were an
act of mercy. Calling such killing “euthanasia” is like calling
slavery “alternative labor.”

Throughout their typically brief stays at the shelter, our
animal guests enjoy as high a quality of life as is possible short of
being in a good home. We ensure that they have daily exercise
and socialization, designer pet food, and an extraordinary level of
veterinary care. In addition, when not in our shelter, the animals
are placed in the care of foster families - who are well trained,
well monitored, and conscientious caregivers. 

In short, our example debunks PeTA’s claims. PeTA has
an obligation to acknowledge that, and to grant air to the
possibility it holds forth for all shelters. Otherwise, PeTA risks
becoming like our
mutual adversaries, in
so far as their
argument implies an
ethically dubious case
– namely, that the
potential suffering of a
larger group of unborn
animals entitles that group to
rights to which a smaller
group of living animals is not
entitled. We don’t have to
compromise.  We don’t have
to kill today in order to save
tomorrow.   Isn’t that worth
mentioning in an article
critical of No Kill shelters? 

Instead, the article
sources only those in
agreement with its premise.
PeTA’s article quotes Sharon
Adams liberally: “There’s not
a ‘no-kill’ shelter in this
country that does not turn
animals away every single
day.” That is patently false,
because of us.  And our
experience at the Tompkins
County SPCA turns the core of PeTA’s case inside-out.   

We don’t cause a burden to other shelters.  On the
contrary, residents of neighboring counties (which are beyond
our mandate) routinely dump their unwanted animals on our
doorstep rather than surrendering them to their own county’s
shelters where those animals are more likely to find life brutish,
nasty, and short.   

We’ll find them good homes – no matter their age or
disability, no matter the cost. But our job is not made easier
when the nation’s leading animal rights organization misguides
the public with a thin-minded portrayal of the No Kill
movement that neglects to mention the movement’s ideal
model as fully realized by this shelter.  

It has long been a simple yet compelling argument for
activists to ask – how can you justify treating a pig this way when
you would never treat a dog this way? PeTA’s article, in glossing
over so much and ignoring the Tompkins County SPCA,
threatens to turn that argument on its head – you shouldn’t kill
pigs but it’s important to kill dogs. Companion animals provide the
bridge for many by which to make a connection with broader
animal issues, such as the plight of farm animals. Why is PeTA
burning that bridge? 

Essentially, I agree
that more resources ought
to go toward spaying and
neutering, and I commend
PeTA’s work on that front.
But I don’t agree with
PeTA’s presentation.

Citing a shelter that spent $9
million for 1,500 animals is
rhetorical nonsense.  Where
did they house their cats – at
the Ritz?  When PeTA needs to
rely on hyperbolic red herrings
in order to make its case, how
much is that case worth?  As a
PeTA supporter, it’s troubling
to see its rhetorical flourish
sink to that level. 

In the article, PeTA claims
that it is more ethical to spend
money on spay/neuter than on
warehousing dogs and cats
already born. But is that really
the only two choices? Hardly.  

PeTA’s readers in general
and people in the sheltering
business in particular have a
right to know that there’s

another possibility, a choice less draconian than mass murder
to finance mass sterilization (as PeTA ironically if not directly
advances).   

The Tompkins County SPCA may be the first of its
kind.  It need not be the last.  

Jeff Lydon is the Executive Director of the Tompkins County SPCA,
an open admission animal control agency in Ithaca, New York.

Killing animals in shelters:
the animals got the gift of euthanasia, and to
them it was the best gift they've ever had.

Killing feral cats:
We do not advocate right to life for ferals.

Killing pit bulls:
Most people have no idea that at many animal
shelters across the country, any pit bull who
comes through the front door goes out the back

door in a body bag. From San Jose to
Schenectady, many shelters have enacted

policies requiring the automatic destruction of
the huge and ever growing number of pits
they encounter. This news shocks and outrages
the compassionate dog lover. Here s another
shocker: People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals, the very people who are trying to get
you to denounce the killing of chickens for the
table, foxes for fur, or frogs for dissection,

supports the pit bull policy

PeTA President Ingrid Newkirk s
unethical treatment of animals:



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


