testimony we recountednumerouscurrent specific
problem areaswhere educationhas failed and the new
law would help."
For a copy of the SantaCruz ordinancecontactThe Fund
for Animals or fody Paterniti, SantaCruz SPCA,2n0 7th
Avc., SantaCruz.,CA 95062,(408)475S454.

MAR,INA. CALIFON,NIA

The city of Marina recently passedan ordinancethat
addressesthe following issues:
. Breeding permits: breeding permib must be applied
for and purchasedby those who wish to breed their dog
or cat.The breedingpermit requirementis waived if, on
the firct occasionof such birth, the personsurrendersthe
litter to animal control and has the parentanimal
sterilized.This ordinancealsostipulatesthat the
offspring cannotbe sold until at leastsevenweeksold
and they must also have beencheckedby a veterinarian
. Feralcats:makesit unlawful for any personto
fr:ral rlr abandoned unsteriliz,ed cats, except to hap such

cat for purposesof spayingor neutering,or for proper
' Cosmetic surgery: makes it unlawful for anyoneto
crop a dog's ears,exceptwhen a licensedveterinarian
performsthe surgeryand issuesa signedcertificate
that the operationis
necessaryfor the dog's
hcalth and comfort.
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The two most unique aspects
of Marina'sordinanceis the
sectionaddressingferal cats
and cosmeticsurgery.Few
communitieshavemadeit
illegal to feed homelesscats,
unlessyou also take the full
responsibilityfor sterilizing
thern.It's common for
people to put food out for
cats,which perpetuatesthe
overpopulationproblem.
Marina'slanguageon ear
cropping is
precedent-setting.
The time
is long overduefor
addressingthe hideous
practiceof cropping dogs'
ears.Interestingly,a large
percentageof the veterinary
professionshareour distaste
for this surgical procedure.
For a copy of Marina's
ordinance,pleasecontact
The Fund for Animals or
Roger Williams, Director,

MarinaDepartmentof PublicSafety,211Hillcrest
Ave.,Marina,CA 93933,(408)38+5225.

YlSAuA, CAUFOnN|A
The Valley Oak SPCAin Visalia, California, recently
passeda breedingpermit ordinance. The ordinance,
accordingto Gary Dungan, executive director of the
Valley Oak SPCA,requiresspecialbreeder permits for
anyonewho breedsanimals foi sale or pnrfit The
permits cost $50per year. Visalia's ordinance also
stipulatesthat no offtpring canbe sold/adopted until
eight weeksof age and until vaccinated against conunon
diseases.To help with ib enforcemen!,the ordinance
also makesit unlawful for any person to advertise the
sale/adoptionof a litter without including in the
advertisementa breederpermit number. The ordinance
also mandatescat licensing.
The Valley Oak SPCA,which provides animal conuol
servicesfor the city of Visalia, choseto issue warnings
for the first year and will write citations after the
ordinancehas beenin effect for one year.
. For a copy of the ordinancecontact The Fund for
Animalsor G4ry Dungan,ValleyOak SPCA,29016
Highway 99, Visalia,CA93n7, Q09)651-1437.

SACRATENTO,CAIIFOR.NIA

In an effort to slow thq daily killing of stray cats at the
SacramentoCounty Animal Control Center,the Board ol
Supervisorsvoted in May 1994to require licensesfor
cats,just as they do for dogs. Licensing feeswill be $10
for alteredcab and $20 for unaltered -the same as their
current feesbr dogs.According to Pat Wilcox, director
of the shelter,in L993they destroyed 18,166animals;
1Q713were catsand 6,132weredogs. Only 2 percentof
the catsat the shelter were claimed by their guardians,
ascomparedwith 22 percentof the dogs. Wilcox said shr
believesmore catswill be claimed witli the new cat
licenses,which will allow her staff td match cats with
guardians.
In 1993the Sacramentocounty and city sheltersbegan
sterilizing all dogs and catsbefore they leave their ,
facilities.

GEOR.OIA
STATE

Humane Services,Inc. informed us that Georgia
recentlypasseda statelaw requiring dogs and cats
adoptedfrom animal shelters1o be ipaveii or neutered
Non-complianceconstitutes a misdeineanor and anv
personconvicted is subject to a fine not to exceed$200.
Accordi'ngto Edwina Barneswith Humane Services,
Inc., Karen Ball with Project Zero in Columbus,
Georgia,was the driving force behind the legislation.
Geoqgiais the 20th state to pass legislation oTthis
nature, the 13th state in which non-compliance
constitutesa fine.

